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The  summary  information  in  this  report  provides  teachers,  school 
administrators,  students,  and  the  public  with  an  overview  of  results  from 
the  June  1996  administration  of  the  English  33  Diploma  Examination.  This 
information  is  most  helpful  when  used  in  conjunction  with  the  detailed 
school  and  jurisdiction  reports  that  have  been  mailed  to  schools  and  school 
jurisdiction  offices.  An  annual  provincial  report  containing  a detailed 
analysis  of  the  combined  January,  June,  and  August  results  is  published 
each  year. 

Description  of  the  Examination 

The  English  33  Diploma  Examination  consists  of  two  parts;  a written - 
response  section  and  a reading  section.  Each  section  is  worth  50%  of  the 
total  examination  mark. 
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Achievement  of  Standards 

The  information  reported  is  based  on  the  final  course  marks  achieved  by 
6 290  students  who  wrote  the  June  1996  examination. 

• 91.4%  of  these  students  achieved  the  acceptable  standard  (a  final 
course  mark  of  50%  or  higher). 

• 4.6%  of  these  students  achieved  the  standard  of  excellence  (a  final 
course  mark  of  80%  or  higher). 

Generally,  student  achievement  in  relation  to  standards  in  English  33  was 
satisfactory.  The  proportion  of  students  achieving  the  acceptable  standard 
was  slightly  lower  than  the  proportion  in  January  1996  but  slightly  higher 
than  the  proportion  in  June  1995.  The  proportion  of  students  achieving  the 
standard  of  excellence  was  slightly  higher  than  it  was  in  January  1996  and 
June  1995. 

Provincial  Averages 

• The  average  school-awarded  mark  was  60.6%. 

• The  average  diploma  examination  mark  was  62.7%. 

• The  average  final  course  mark,  representing  an  equal  weighting 
of  the  school-awarded  mark  and  the  diploma  examination  mark, 
was  62.2%. 
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Part  A:  Written  Response 

In  responding  to  Part  A,  students  are  required  to  complete  three  writing  assignments,  each  of  which  assesses  a 
variety  of  writing  and  thinking  skills. 

Readers  will  find  the  results  most  meaningful  in  the  context  of  the  assignments  and  the  scoring  descriptors.  The 
most  useful  starting  place  for  reviewing  the  results  is  at  the  (3)  Satisfactory  level.  Such  work  exceeds  the  pass 
mark  of  50%.  The  scoring  criteria  are  provided  in  the  1995-96  English  33  Information  Bulletin,  Diploma 
Examinations  Program. 

The  table  below  outlines  the  requirements  for  each  assignment,  the  categories  for  scoring  each  assignment,  the 
amount  each  category  contributes  to  the  total  mark  (parts  A and  B combined),  and  the  percentage  of  students 
achieving  at  the  various  levels.  In  June  1996,  the  average  raw  score  for  Part  A was  29.6  out  of  50. 

By  comparing  school  and  jurisdiction  results  with  provincial  results  presented  here,  teachers  can  determine  areas 
of  strength  and  weakness  in  the  achievement  of  their  students  and,  consequently,  areas  of  potential  strength  and 
weakness  in  their  programs. 


Examination  Blueprint  and  Percentage  Distribution  of  Scores 


Percentage  Distribution  of  Scores 


Description  of  the 
Writing  Assignment 

Scoring  Proportion  of 

Category  T otal  Mar k(  % ) 

Excellent 
(5)  (4,5) 

Proficient 
(4)  (3,5) 

Satisfactory 
(3)  (2,5) 

Limited 
(2)  (1,5) 

Poor 

(1) 

Ins* 

Personal  Response  to 
Literature 

Thought  and  Detail 

10.0 

1.4 

1.8 

11.9 

14.7 

39.1 

16.5 

12.0 

1.5 

0.6 

0.6 

The  student  is  required 
to  read  a piece  of 

Organization 

5.0 

1.4 

1.7 

11.3 

14.7 

40.9 

17.1 

10.5 

1.3 

0.5 

0.6 

literature  and  to  write  a 
response  from  a personal 

Matters  of  Choice 

5.0 

1.4 

1.5 

11.6 

14.4 

46.8 

14.0 

7.9 

1.4 

0.5 

0.6 

perspective. 

Matters  of  Correctness 

5.0 

1.6 

2.2 

12.1 

15.7 

35.9 

16.1 

12.5 

2.2 

1.0 

0.6 

Functional  Writing 

The  student  is  required 
to  write  a response  to  a 

Thought  and  Detail 

10.0 

1.5 

2.4 

11.4 

13.6 

34.8 

18.4 

15.2 

1.7 

0.7 

0.4 

particular  situation 
(e.g.,  a business  letter 

Writing  Skills 

5.0 

1.3 

1.7 

11.5 

14.1 

40.0 

16.6 

12.4 

1.4 

0.6 

0.4 

or  speech). 


Response  to  Visual 
Communication 


The  assignment  asks  the 

Thought  and  Detail 

5.0 

0.9 

1.3  5.7 

8.6 

29.8 

21.6 

25.4 

3.6 

1.1 

2.2 

student  to  respond  to  a 
photograph.  The  student 

Writing  Skills 

5.0 

0.6 

1.2  7.9 

10.1 

41.9 

17.6 

14.6 

2.7 

1.3 

2.2 

is  required  to  write  about 
main  ideas  in  relation  to 
techniques  of  visual 
communication. 


*Ins  (Insufficient)  is  a special  category  that  includes  students  who  did  not  attempt  the  assignment,  who  wrote  too  little  to  evaluate,  or  who 
wrote  answers  that  were  completely  off-topic. 

Note:  The  shaded  portion  represents  the  percentage  of  students  who  achieved  or  exceeded  the  acceptable  standard  on  each  scoring 
category. 
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Examiners*  Comments 


Section  I:  Personal  Response  to  Literature 

The  excerpt  from  “First  You  Have  to  Row  a Little  Boat”  was  accessible  to  most  students  and  evoked  many 
interesting  responses.  Most  students  agreed  with  the  narrator’s  opinion  and  developed  their  own  variations  on  the 
theme  “our  victories  are  almost  always  the  ones  we  forge  alone.” 

Some  students  approached  the  assignment  in  unexpected  ways,  however.  For  example,  a significant  proportion  of 
the  students  did  not  respond  directly  to  the  assignment  as  stated.  These  students,  perhaps  prompted  by  the  footnote 
for  the  word  “forge”  at  the  end  of  the  writing  selection,  elected  to  develop  the  thesis  that  in  real  life  “our  victories  are 
almost  always  the  ones  we  achieve  through  great  ejfort^  Other  students  emphasized  the  importance  of 
determination  and  perseverance  in  accomplishing  goals  and  developed  the  thesis  that  victories  are  built  step-by-step 
and  that  “you  have  to  start  small  to  achieve  something  big.”  The  richness  of  the  excerpt,  and  the  footnote  for  the 
word  “forge,”  may  have  precipitated  these  unexpected  responses,  so,  when  dealing  with  responses  such  as  these, 
markers  were  requested  to  consider  carefully  Louise  Rosenblatt’s  suggestion:  “The  evaluation  of  the  answer 
[should]  be  in  terms  of  the  amount  of  evidence  that  the  [student]  has  actually  read  something  and  thought  about  it, 
not  a question  of  whether  necessarily  he  has  thought  about  it  in  the  way  an  adult  would,  or  given  an  adult’s  ‘correct’ 
answer.”  (“The  Reader’s  Contribution  in  the  Literary  Experience.”  An  interview  with  Lionel  Wilson  in  The  English 
Quarterly  7,  Spring,  1981:  3-12.) 

Some  students  took  an  opposing  view  in  responding  to  the  assignment,  stressing  that  our  victories  are  not  the  ones 
that  we  forge  alone,  but  rather,  the  ones  we  work  toward  as  members  of  a team. 

A fair  number  of  responses  were  philosophical  in  nature.  Many  students  used  quotations  from  the  excerpt 
judiciously:  “The  captain  said  nothing;  I guess  he  figured  there  were  some  things  I would  have  to  learn  for  myself,” 
“an  acquired  perception  which  has  served  me  well,”  “What  I learned  wasn’t  mastery  over  myself,”  “in  real  life,  we 
aren’t  pitted  against  one  another;  we  are  pitted  against  ourselves.”  Very  few  students  padded  their  compositions  with 
indiscriminate  copying  from  the  excerpt. 

Most  students  recounted  experiences  from  their  own  lives  in  responding  to  the  assignment.  Many  of  the  responses 
were  sports-related.  Many  students  who  wrote  about  returning  to  school  to  finish  their  education  mentioned  the 
important  role  of  the  teacher  as  mentor  in  their  lives.  Many  students  wrote  about  music  and  art. 

Some  students  used  examples  from  literature  to  support  their  opinions;  for  example.  King  Rat,  The  Chosen, 
Fahrenheit  451,  Jurassic  Park,  Death  of  a Salesman,  The  Scarlet  Ibis,  Flowers  for  Algernon,  Taming  of  the  Shrew, 
and  Ordinary  People.  The  films  Braveheart  and  My  Life  as  a Dog  were  also  used  by  some  students  to  support  their 
ideas. 

Students  achieving  3 Satisfactory  demonstrated  a defensible  understanding  of  the  excerpt  and  responded  to  the 
assignment  in  a conventional  way.  Generally,  students  at  this  level  formed  an  opinion,  commented  on  the  reading 
selection,  and  then  used  personal  observations  and  experiences  to  support  their  opinion.  The  organizational  structure 
of  responses  at  this  level  was  functional.  These  students  displayed  general  control  of  the  basics  of  correct  sentence 
construction,  usage,  grammar,  and  mechanics. 

Students  achieving  4 Proficient  and  5 Excellent  interpreted  the  excerpt  in  a well-considered  and  even  insightful 
way,  understanding  and  responding  to  the  subtleties  of  the  excerpt.  Their  effectively  organized  responses  included 
introductions  purposefully  designed  to  provide  direction  for  the  reader.  They  were  able  to  choose  words  and 
manipulate  syntax  for  stylistic  effect,  and  they  demonstrated  competent  and  even  confident  control  of  Matters  of 
Correctness. 

Section  II:  Functional  Writing 

In  June  1996,  the  Functional  Writing  assignment  required  students  to  assume  the  role  of  a member  of  the  Nalwen 
High  School  Drama  Club  and  to  write  a letter  to  Ms.  Patsie  Thongtegg,  Principal  of  Nalwen  High  School,  to 
convince  her  to  allow  the  drama  club  to  produce  the  controversial  play.  So  This  is  Summer  School.  In  addition, 
students  were  required  to  request  permission  to  use  the  school’s  stage  facilities  for  the  production  of  the  play  and  for 
rehearsal,  as  well  as  permission  to  use  the  school’s  workshops  and  sewing  room  to  build  sets  and  prepare  costumes. 
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In  their  letters,  students  were  expected  to  use  an  appropriately  courteous  tone,  to  indicate  their  purpose  for  writing,  to 
consider  suggestions  made  by  members  of  the  drama  club,  and  to  use  the  additional  information  provided  to  help 
them  to  support  their  requests. 

The  assignment  included  an  instruction  that  stated  “In  preparing  your  letter,  BE  SURE  to  study  the  information  on 
page  13  and  use  it  to  help  you  to  support  your  request.”  Rather  than  manipulating  the  information,  however,  and 
creating  a synthesis,  some  students  copied  the  provided  wording.  It  is  important  for  students  to  realize  that  sections 
that  are  directly  copied  from  any  source  should  be  placed  in  quotation  marks  and  included  in  such  a way  that  the 
reader  is  aware  of  the  source.  This  seems  to  be  a skill  that  many  English  33  students  have  not  mastered. 

Most  students  understood  the  assignment  and  used  an  appropriately  courteous  tone. 

Students  achieving  3 Satisfactory  provided  information  sufficient  to  fulfill  the  purpose  of  their  letters.  Using  an 
appropriate  tone,  they  identified  their  purpose  and  stated  their  request,  using  some  of  the  information  provided.  Most 
also  provided  closure. 

Students  achieving  4 Proficient  and  5 Excellent  sustained  a precise  awareness  of  audience  and  an  appropriate,  often 
persuasive,  tone.  Their  letters  contained  specific  details  that  provided  the  principal  with  a perspective  that  would 
convince  her  to  allow  the  Nalwen  High  School  Drama  Club  to  produce  the  controversial  play. 

Section  III:  Response  to  Visual  Communication 

The  June  1996  photograph  caption  reads  “Marine  Iguanas,  Galapagos  Islands.”  In  the  foreground,  a young  boy, 
dressed  in  white,  appears  determined  to  touch  some  iguanas;  he  is  being  restrained  from  doing  so  by  a male  adult, 
perhaps  his  grandfather.  There  are  other  tourists  in  the  background.  The  rocky  beach  area  is  drab  and  lifeless;  the 
sky  and  water  in  the  background  of  the  photograph  are  dull  and  hazy  in  appearance. 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  most  students  appeared  to  have  had  little  difficulty  in  interpreting  the  photograph  and 
responding  with  fairly  lengthy  compositions.  It  is  also  encouraging  that  more  students  than  in  the  past  attempted  to 
form  generalizations  about  the  meaning  of  the  photograph. 

The  photograph  generated  a variety  of  responses.  Students  developed  generalizations  such  as  “While  children  are 
young  and  curious,  the  elderly  would  rather  observe  from  a distance,”  “Sometimes  the  things  that  interest  children 
can  cause  adults  to  be  apprehensive,”  and  “Youth  needs  the  protection  and  guidance  of  the  old.”  Some  students 
demonstrated  a genuine  concern  for  the  environment  and  formed  generalizations  such  as  “Often  the  beauties  of 
nature  are  disturbed  by  man’s  curiosity  and  lack  of  respect  for  the  environment,”  and  “As  human  beings,  we  should 
not  be  selfish  about  our  needs;  rather,  we  should  consider  the  needs  of  other  creatures  on  our  planet.” 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a number  of  students,  after  completing  the  requirements  of  the  assignment,  added 
personal  notes  such  as  “This  picture,  reminds  me  of  my  last  holiday  in  . . . .”  Very  few  students  appear  to  have  used 
the  photograph  as  a springboard  for  only  their  own  narratives,  however. 

Many  of  the  students  were  not  familiar  with  the  habitat  of  the  Galapagos,  and  some  students  appear  not  to  have 
noticed  the  photograph’s  caption.  Some  of  these  students  had  trouble  identifying  the  creatures  in  the  photograph, 
naming  them  lizards,  snakes,  turtles,  “crockodiles,”  beavers,  etc. 

Students  achieving  3 Satisfactory  interpreted  the  photograph  in  a conventional  way,  using  generalized  details  for 
support.  These  students  commented  upon  choices  such  as  juxtaposition,  camera  angle,  and  colour  contrast. 

Students  achieving  4 Proficient  and  5 Excellent  provided  well-considered  interpretations  of  the  photograph.  These 
students  developed  ideas  such  as  “The  innocence  and  spontaneity  of  youth  is  often  replaced  with  wisdom  and 
hesitancy  as  we  age.”  These  students  explained  how  the  details  in  the  photograph  and  the  photographer’s  choices 
(for  example,  arrangement,  perspective,  and  symbolism)  reinforced  their  interpretations. 
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Part  B:  Reading 


Question-by-Question  Results 


lestion 

Key 

Difficulty* * 

1 

c 

75.5 

2 

A 

76.5 

3 

D 

81.1 

4 

C 

75.7 

5 

A 

55.3 

6 

B 

63.2 

7 

A 

71.2 

8 

B 

79.0 

9 

B 

53.0 

10 

D 

55.4 

11 

A 

77.7 

12 

D 

63.1 

13 

A 

75.7 

14 

D 

54.3 

15 

D 

67.3 

16 

A 

73.7 

17 

D 

79.4 

18 

D 

75.5 

19 

B 

81.2 

20 

B 

66.6 

21 

B 

83.1 

22 

D 

69.5 

23 

A 

69.5 

24 

C 

66.8 

25 

C 

49.3 

26 

B 

49.2 

27 

A 

56.6 

28 

D 

57.6 

29 

D 

60.2 

30 

B 

66.1 

31 

A 

68.4 

32 

B 

56.6 

33 

D 

74.2 

34 

D 

60.1 

35 

C 

66.0 

36 

B 

65.9 

37 

A 

44.2 

38 

A 

78.3 

39 

C 

53.5 

40 

C 

68.2 

41 

c 

61.8 

42 

B 

49.9 

43 

D 

55.6 

44 

B 

65.2 

45 

C 

53.4 

46 

D 

68.5 

47 

B 

75.2 

48 

C 

78.8 

49 

A 

67.9 

50 

A 

53.4 

51 

D 

59.6 

52 

C 

67.6 

53 

A 

66.9 

54 

C 

62.1 

55 

B 

85.3 

56 

C 

75.1 

57 

C 

64.5 

58 

D 

53.3 

59 

D 

63.0 

60 

C 

55.0 

61 

A 

62.5 

62 

C 

75.0 

63 

A 

55.5 

64 

D 

76.2 

65 

B 

78.4 

66 

A 

72.9 

67 

B 

76.0 

68 

C 

55.7 

69 

A 

51.2 

70 

B 

85.6 

The  table  at  the  left  shows  question-by-question  results  and  the  keyed 
answers.  Parallel  tables  in  the  school  and  jurisdiction  reports  show  the 
percentage  of  students  who  selected  each  correct  alternative.  By 
comparing  school  and  jurisdiction  results  to  provincial  results  presented 
here,  teachers  can  determine  areas  of  strength  and  weakness  in  the 
achievement  of  their  students  and,  consequently,  areas  of  potential  strength 
and  weakness  in  their  programs. 

Examination  Blueprint 

Part  B:  Reading  has  a value  of  70  marks,  one  for  each  multiple-choice 
question.  Each  question  is  classified  in  two  ways:  by  the  curricular  content 
being  tested  and  by  the  thinking  (process)  skill  demanded  by  the  question. 
The  examination  blueprint  illustrates  the  distribution  of  questions  in  June 
1996  according  to  these  classifications. 


Classification  by  Thinking  Skills 

Classification  by 
Course  Content 

Literal 

Understanding 

Inference  and 
Application 

Evaluation 

Total 

Meanings 
(Main  Ideas/ 
Details) 

30,31,33,40,63 

1,4, 12,16,22, 
23,25,26,29, 
35,36,41,43, 
45,55,56,61, 
62,66 

3, 10,13, 18,24, 
42,59 

31  Items 
(22%) 

Relationships  of 
Form  and  Content 

2,6, 15,19,27, 

32,39,54,57, 

58,65,68 

17,28,46,60 

16  Items 
(11.5%) 

Human 
Experience 
and  Values 

44 

7,11,14,20,21, 

64,70 

5,8,9,34,37, 

38,67,69 

16  Items 
(11.5%) 

Knowledge  of 
Revision  and 
Editing 

48 

47,49,50,51, 

52,53 

7 Items 
(5.0  %) 

Total 

7 Items 
C5%) 

44  Items 
(31%) 

19  Items 
(14%) 

70  Items 
(50%) 

Subtest  Results'^ 

Results  are  in  average  raw  scores. 

Total  Part  B:  46.4  out  of  70 
Course  Content 

• Main  Ideas/Details:  20.6  out  of  3 1 

• Relationship  between  Form  and  Content:  10.3  out  of  16 

• Human  Experience  and  Values;  10.8  out  of  16 

• Knowledge  of  Revision  and  Editing:  4.7  out  of  7 

*Readers  are  cautioned  not  to  compare  subtest  results  because  the  subtests  are  not  of 
equal  difficulty.  Instead,  readers  should  compare  these  provincial  subtest  results 
with  their  own  school  subtest  results. 


Difficulty— percentage  of  students 
answering  the  question  correctly 
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Examiners^  Comments 


Standards 

During  the  marking  session,  a committee  of  five  English  33  teachers  reviewed  Part  B to  determine  whether  the 
standards  embedded  in  the  readings  and  questions  were  appropriate  and  fair,  relative  to  curricular  and  public 
expectations.  The  committee  members  generally  concurred  that  the  examination  set  an  appropriate  standard  of 
achievement  for  graduating  English  33  students. 

Some  of  the  committee  members  expressed  the  concern  that  the  two  non-fiction  reading  selections,  Stephen 
Leacock’s  “My  Remarkable  Uncle”  and  Jonathan  Kozol’s  “Are  The  Homeless  Crazy?”,  may  have  been  too 
difficult  for  some  English  33  students.  Generally,  however,  they  found  the  reading  selections  to  be  relevant, 
challenging,  and  engaging,  and  the  questions  to  be  appropriate  and  fair. 

Detailed  Discussion 

The  following  table  gives  results  for  six  multiple-choice  questions.  These  six  questions  were  chosen  to  represent 
the  range  of  difficulty  (44.2  to  85.6)  present  in  Part  B.  They  also  represent  all  of  the  question  types  that  appear  in 
the  blueprint  on  page  5.  For  each  question,  statistics  are  given  for  three  student  groups.  The  comments  following 
the  table  address  some  of  the  decisions  that  students  may  have  made  and  some  of  the  skills  they  may  have  used  to 
answer  these  questions  correctly. 


Percentage  of  Students  Correctly  Answering  Selected  Multiple-Choice  Questions 


Question  Number 

Student  Group 

7 

25 

27 

37 

49 

70 

All  Students 

71.2 

49.3 

56.6 

44.2 

67.9 

85.6 

Students  achieving  the  standard  of 
excellence  (80%  or  higher,  or  A) 
on  the  whole  examination 

93.9 

73.4 

83.0 

85.0 

90.8 

98.9 

Students  achieving  the  acceptable 
standard  who  received  between 
50%  and  64%,  or  C,  on  the  whole 
examination 

65.8 

40.2 

47.7 

29.9 

61.5 

83.3 

Question  7 was  one  of  a set  of  ten  questions  on  the  excerpt  from  “The 
Eclipse”  by  Elizabeth  Enright. 


7.  As  the  narrator  watches  Nydia  dance 
(lines  73-78),  she  thinks  that  Nydia 
looks 

• A.  suave 

B.  foolish 

C.  awkward 

D.  energetic 


It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  the  majority  of  English  33  students  are  able  to 
understand  fairly  sophisticated  vocabulary  and  apply  it  correctly  when  faced 
with  questions  such  as  this. 


Question  7 was  classified  under  the  Reporting  Category  Human  Experience 
and  Values.  (See  page  5.) 

Three  of  the  teachers  who  reviewed  Part  B vis-a-vis  standards  expressed  the 
concern  that  the  term  “suave”  may  be  beyond  the  lexicon  of  the  typical 
English  33  student.  However,  question  7 was  a relatively  easy  question; 

71 .2%  of  the  students  answered  it  correctly.  It  discriminated  highly  between 
students  who  did  well  on  the  exam  and  those  who  did  less  well;  93.9%  of  the 
students  who  achieved  the  standard  of  excellence  answered  question  7 
correctly,  while  65.8%  of  the  students  who  scored  between  50%  and  64% 
answered  it  correctly.  Only  36.2%  of  the  students  who  failed  the  exam 
answered  question  7 correctly. 
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Questions  25  and  27  were  two  of  a set  of  ten  questions  on  the  excerpt  from 
The  Apollo  ofBellac  by  Jean  Giraudoux. 


25  xhe  Man’s  speech  about  the  Universal 
Vegetable  (lines  56-61)  suggests  that, 
in  order  to  invent,  one  must  first 

A.  recognize  the  necessity  for  self- 
sacrifice 

B.  possess  superior  intelligence 
• C.  possess  the  ability  to  dream 

D.  adopt  a critical  stance 


27.  The  Man  from  Bellac  makes  use  of 

paradox  when  he  says 

• A.  “Pride  is  the  invention  of  non- 
inventors”  (line  32) 

B.  “To  the  characteristic  modesty  of 
the  inventor,  the  young  lady  adds 
the  charming  modesty  of  her  sex” 
(lines  36-37) 

C.  “The  Universal  Vegetable  which 
Paracelsus  could  not,  and  Burbank 
dared  not,  imagine!”  (lines  60-61) 

D.  “She  does  not  wish  an 
appointment  for  Monday”  (line  68) 


37.  E.P.  was  attracted  to  the  monastery 
mainly  because  of  the  monks’ 

• A.  naivete 

B.  proximity 

C.  compassion 

D.  spiritualism 


Question  25  was  classified  under  the  Reporting  Category  Meanings  (Main 
Ideas/Details). 

Two  of  the  teachers  who  reviewed  Part  B expressed  the  concern  that  this 
question  may  be  too  difficult  for  English  33  because  students  might  not  give 
proper  attention  to  the  last  three  words  of  the  line  reference  “dared  not, 
imagine.”  These  two  teachers  felt  that  alternative  B—  “possess  superior 
intelligence”— would  draw  too  many  students. 

Question  25  was,  indeed,  relatively  challenging,  with  only  49.3%  of  the 
students  answering  correctly.  However,  it  discriminated  appropriately 
between  students  who  did  well  on  the  exam  and  those  who  did  less  well: 

73.4%  of  the  students  who  achieved  the  standard  of  excellence  answered 
question  22  correctly  (12.2%  of  them  chose  B),  while  only  40.2%  of  the 
students  who  scored  between  50%  and  64%  answered  it  correctly  (25.7%  of 
these  students  chose  B).  In  essence,  students  who  failed  the  exam  guessed  at 
question  25:  28.7%  of  these  students  answered  correctly,  33.3%  chose  A, 

26.3%  chose  B,  and  1 1 .4%  chose  D. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  students  who  take  the  time  to  read  and  think  about 
the  entire  line  reference  given  in  a question  are  usually  successful  in 
interpreting  questions  such  as  this. 

Question  27  was  classified  under  the  Reporting  Category  Relationships  of 
Form  and  Content. 

To  answer  question  27  correctly,  students  had  to  know  the  meaning  of  the 
term  “paradox”  and  apply  it  correctly  by  identifying  a paradox  from  a list  of 
four  alternatives.  It  was  a relatively  difficult  question  since  only  56.6%  of  the 
students  answered  correctly. 

Question  27  discriminated  highly  between  students  who  did  well  on  the  exam 
and  those  who  did  less  well:  83.0%  of  the  students  who  achieved  the  standard 
of  excellence  answered  question  27  correctly,  while  47.7%  of  the  students  who 
scored  between  50%  and  64%  answered  it  correctly.  Again,  as  was  the  case 
with  question  25,  students  who  failed  the  exam  guessed  at  question  27:  28.3% 
of  these  students  answered  correctly,  27.3%  chose  B,  30.4%  chose  C,  and 
13.9%  chose  D. 

Question  37  was  one  of  a set  of  ten  questions  on  the  excerpt  from  “My 
Remarkable  Uncle”  by  Stephen  Leacock. 

Question  37  was  classified  under  the  reporting  category  Human  Experience 
and  Values.  It  was  a “best  answer”  question  in  that  each  of  the  alternatives  was 
partially  correct.  To  answer  correctly,  students  had  to  weigh  each  alternative 
carefully  and  choose  the  alternative  that  best  indicated  the  reason  that  E.P.  was 
attracted  to  the  monastery. 

Question  37  was  the  most  difficult  question  on  Part  B,  with  only  44.2%  of  the 
students  answering  correctly.  However,  it  discriminated  highly  between 
students  who  did  well  on  the  exam  and  those  who  did  less  well:  85.0%  of  the 
students  who  achieved  the  standard  of  excellence  answered  question  37 
correctly,  while  only  29.9%  of  the  students  who  scored  between  50%  and  64% 
answered  it  correctly.  In  essence,  these  students  guessed  at  question  37;  29.9% 
answered  correctly,  18.5%  chose  B,  30.0%  chose  C and  21.6%  chose  D. 

Given  that  question  36  (with  a difficulty  of  65.9%)  asked  students  to  interpret 
E.P.’s  perception  that  the  brothers  were  “an  easy  mark”  and  that  question  38 
(with  a difficulty  of  78.3%)  focused  on  E.P.’s  main  talent  as  being  his  ability 
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to  manipulate  people,  the  fact  that  most  students  found  question  37  to  be 
difficult  is  perplexing. 

Question  49  was  one  of  a set  of  seven  questions  that  were  designed  to  test 
students’  knowledge  of  revision  and  editing.  These  questions  were  classified 
under  the  Reporting  Category  Knowledge  of  Revision  and  Editing.  In 
answering  questions  such  as  this,  students  are  required  to  make  decisions 
about  appropriate  revisions  to  a piece  of  writing. 


49.  Robin’s  addition  of  a rhetorical  question 
at  the  beginning  of  paragraph  2 
provides 

• A.  transition  and  focus 

B.  figurative  language 

C.  contrast  and  irony 

D.  specific  details 


Question  70  was  one  of  a set  of  ten  questions  on  the  excerpt  from  Tay  John  by 
Howard  O’ Hagan.  It  was  classified  under  the  reporting  category  Human 
Experience  and  Values. 


Question  49  was  of  average  difficulty,  with  67.9%  of  the  students  answering 
correctly.  Fully  90.8%  of  the  students  who  achieved  the  standard  of 
excellence  answered  correctly;  80.4%  of  the  students  who  scored  between 
65%  and  79%  on  the  exam  answered  correctly;  61.5%  of  the  students  who 
scored  between  50%  and  64%  answered  correctly,  and  39.8%  of  the  students 
who  failed  answered  correctly. 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  the  majority  of  English  33  students  knew  what  a 
rhetorical  question  was  and  were  able  to  determine  the  function  of  the 
rhetorical  question  in  this  instance.  It  is  also  encouraging  to  note  that  many 
English  33  students  were  able  to  use  rhetorical  questions  with  purpose  and 
effect  in  their  own  writing  on  Part  A. 


70.  The  attitude  of  the  narrator  toward  Question  70  was  the  easiest  question  on  Part  B,  and  it  was  easy  for  virtually 

Yellowhead  is  one  of  all  of  the  students  who  wrote  in  June  1996.  Fully  98.9%  of  the  students  who 

achieved  the  standard  of  excellence  answered  correctly;  96.2%  of  the  students 
Quilt  who  scored  between  65%  and  79%  on  the  exam  answered  correctly;  83.3%  of 

• B.  respect  the  students  who  scored  between  50%  and  64%  answered  correctly,  and  even 

C.  despair  56.3%  of  the  students  who  failed  answered  correctly. 

D.  sympathy 

Given  that  A,  C,  and  D are  all  highly  plausible  answers,  it  is  encouraging  to 
note  that  so  many  students  were  able  to  detect  the  narrator’s  attitude  toward 
Yellowhead  as  one  of  profound  respect. 


Comparison  of  Students^  Results  on  Parts  A and  B 


While  it  is  not  intended  that  Parts  A and  B of  the  English  33  Diploma  Examination  be  considered  separate  exams, 
it  is  interesting  to  compare  the  distribution  of  scores  on  the  two  parts  of  the  examination. 


Part  A 

PartB 

A 

4.4% 

25.6% 

B 

22.2% 

30.3% 

C 

56.9% 

26.5% 

F 

16.5% 

17.6% 

In  June  1996,  considerably 
more  students  were  awarded 
scores  in  the  “A”  category  on 
Part  B of  the  examination  than 
on  Part  A.  The  scarcity  of 
scores  of  80%  and  above  on 
Part  A does  not  signal  a new 
phenomenon;  in  the  past,  few 
students  have  scored  at  this 
level  on  Part  A. 
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